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TO THE CONGREGATION AND FRIENDS 


OF 


et. ANDREWS CHURCH. 


A distinguished clergyman of New York, while recently visit- 
ing in this city, said: “ Few churches in this country have so 
remarkable a history as St. Andrew’s.” 

The facts justify such a statement. Though less than half a 
century has elapsed since the organization of the parish and the 
erection and occupation of its present church edifice, the zeal 
and fidelity of its clergy, and the benevolence and activity of 
its laity, have, under the blessing of God, produced results that 
have not only distinguished it among its sister parishes, but 
contributed much to the upbuilding and extension of Christ’s 
kingdom in our own and foreign lands. 


Look at the roll of its Communicants. 


Under the rectorships of Drs. Bedell and Clark, and Bishop 
Clark, eleven hundred and twenty-one persons were added to 
the church. The first ten years of Bishop Stevens’ ministry in- 
creased this number by four hundred and thirty. From that 
time to the rectorship of the present incumbent, one hundred 
and twenty-five additional names were enrolled. In the seven 
years’ ministry of Dr. Paddock, ending May, 1870, three hun- 
dred and three more were added, making, in all, nearly two 
thousand persons who have been enrolled as communicants of 
St. Andrew’s, in forty-seven years. 


Look at its Sunday Schools. 


Twelve years ago, it was estimated, ten thousand children and 
youth. had been brought through the agency of this church 
under Sunday School training. Since then, it has probably 
given instruction to five thousand more, there being in a single 
year (1869) one thousand and two hundred connected with its 
schools. From these schools have gone out a Bishop, Pastors, 
Evangelists, and Missionaries, both male and female, who have 
carried the glad tidings of salvation through our own and into 
heathen lands. 

“ The number of conversions; the number who have become 
teachers and superintendents in other schools; the number of 
families thereby brought under the influence of the Gospel ; 
the number of schools which have originated here; would all 
show the vast good which this instrumentality has accom- 
plished in the name of Christ.” 


Look at the number of Clergymen connected with this 


Church. 


Since its consecration, it has had five Rectors, thirty-three 
Assistants, and Ministers in charge, and five clergymen officially 
connected with its Mission Chapel. Fifty-two clergymen have 
been Sunday School scholars, teachers, or communicants, four 
missionaries have been sent to foreign lands, and six students 
are now candidates for Holy Orders. A total of one hundred 
and five ministers, who haye officiated within, or gone forth 
from this single parish as heralds of the Cross. 


Look at what has been done for Church Extension. 


In Bishop Stevens’ sermon on The Past and Present of St. 
Andrew’s, he says: “ St. Luke’s ; Grace ; Emanuel ; Kensington ; 
the Church of the Mediator; the Church of the Crucifixion ; 
Christ Church, Germantown; St. Paul’s, Chestnut Hill; Church 
of the Saviour, West Philadelphia; Zion Church, Tuscarora ; 
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and the new parish of the Holy Trinity, have been greatly in- 
debted to St. Andrew’s for their most energetic projectors, 
vestrymen, and supporters.” The Church of the Messiah, on 
South Broad street, (formerly its Mission Chapel,) is the direct 
result of its missionary enterprise. ‘‘ Thus,” says. the Bishop, 
“St. Andrew’s, like the banyan tree, has stretched out its 
boughs, and, striking them into‘the earth, has become a Mother 
Church, repeating herself in new phases, and with new vigor, in 
the various rooted twigs which now grow in such umbrageous 
beauty about the ‘mother tree.’ ” 

Nor have the efforts in church extension been confined to this 
city alone. During the past three years, chapels in Tennessee, 
in Kansas, in Minnesota, and in other portions of the South and 
West, have been erected entirely, or in part, by the benefactions 
of members of this congregation. Four of these chapels bear 
the name of the parent church. Inspired and guided by the 
missionary zeal of each of its clergy, buildings for the worship of 
Almighty God, have been planted in many of the waste-places of 
our own and foreign lands. From the days of the sainted Be- 
dell, down to the present, St. Andrew’s has been known and 
honored, at home and abroad, as a missionary church. May it 
ever claim and prove worthy of so distinguishing a title. 


Look finally, at the good done by its Societies ; and Con- 
tributions for Charitable and Religious Purposes. 


At the very first, ladies’ societies were established in this 
church for missionary work. They have ever since been a 
prominent feature of the parish. ‘Objects of general interest have 
been kept constantly before them, and received their aid, while 
special needs have been met by special organizations or indi- 
vidual enterprise. The good accomplished by the Society for 
the Promotion of Religion, the Dorcas, the Missionary Sewing 
Circle, and in later years, the Indian Mission Workers, the Sol- 
dier’s Aid, the Freedman’s Aid, and the General Aid Societies, 
not to mention the sewing schools, and mothers’ meetings, and 
cottage meetings of the parish, who can tell? We have no 


6 


full record of the amount of work done by the ladies’ societies 


previous to the year 1863, but during the past seven years they ‘ 


have raised and contributed to the various objects in which they 
were interested, goods and money amounting to $17,447. 
“ When Dr. Bedell made his last report to Convention,” says 
Bishop Stevens, in the sermon before extracted from, “ there 
was given by this church for religious purposes, nearly $1,000 
more than was contributed by any other parish in the diocese. 
This pre-eminence St. Andrew’s has generally maintained. Du- 
ring the last ten years, I have reported to Convention $78,877, 
as given by this parish for charitable and missionary purposes ;” 
and he adds that $133,000 in the same time were contributed by 
members of the parish in special gifts and bequests for the sup- 
port of benevolent and missionary institutions. In the seven 
years’ ministry of the present Rector, this parish also contribu- 
ted for various religious and benevolent objects $74,900. 
Besides this sum, the special gifts and bequests of members 
of the parish, for charitable, educational, and missionary pur- 
poses, have exceeded $100,000. We think it is within the 
bounds of the truth to say, that during the forty-seven years 
existence of St. Andrew’s, it alone has contributed to the poor 
and suffering, and the upbuilding and extension of Christ’s 
kingdom upon earth, upwards of a million of dollars! This, 
in itself, shows that charitable hearts have been born and nour- 
ished under its influence, and that it has been a great power for 
good. If, in addition to this, you consider the number of 
churches it has aided in establishing, and the great work done 
through its organized agencies, for weak parishes, poor mis- 
sionaries, destitute men, women, and children; if you consider 
the hundred clergy connected with it—the larger portion of 
whom received from its instructions their religious impressions, 
and the spirit and tone of their ministry ; if you consider the 
vast army of children gathered and trained in its Sunday 
Schools to do service for Christ, and perform the duties of good 
citizenship; if you consider the long roll of its communicants, 
hundreds of whom have been Sunday School teachers, “and 
hundreds more parents and heads of families, who have been 
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scattered by removals from Nova Scotia to the Gulf of Mexico, 
and from the borders of the Atlantic, across the Valley of the 
Mississippi, and proved blessings to the various communities in 
which their lot has been cast, establishing Sunday Schools, infus- 
ing new life into half expiring organizations, founding churches, 
resuscitating decayed ones, letting their light shine in the work- , 
ings of a practical christianity, and blending themselves with 
many of the great religious movements of the age ;” you cannot 
but see and feel, that this church: has been a great blessing to 
this community and the world; that its history ¿s remarkable; 
that it has stood in the fore-front of the live parishes of our 
country ; and that God has signally honored it in the work He 
gave it to do, and in the success with which it has been 
crowned. ; 


Shali its influence and usefulness be perpetuated ? 


All who love St. Andrew’s, and have worshipped within its 
walls will unhesitatingly say, yes. All who love the pure, evan- 
gelical truth she has taught, and ‘‘ the broad, moderate, free and 
comprehensive tendency which marks the Protestant Episcopal 
church in Pennsylvania,” of which she has been a worthy ex- 
ponant, Will say, yes. And all, of every name, who love the 
cause of Christ, and know what this parish has done for it, 
will also give this question an affirmative answer. 

But the mere utterance of the word yes, or even an earnest. 
heart-felt desire, that St. Andrew’s should preserve her pristine 
life and vigor, and be in various ways as useful and as great a 
blessing in the years to come, as she now is and has been, is 
not enough to secure this end. There are causes which seri- 
ously threaten its future; causes which no foresight, wisdom, 
or effort can affect. The first that may be mentioned is 


The gradual removal by death of its old supporters and 
most liberal contributors. 


One by one, the best and noblest of this parish disappear 
from our sight; men and women who were trained in the school 
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of Bedell and Clark, and learned from their lips and lives a 
vigorous, self-sacrificing, whole-souled christianity; men and 
women who love to labor, and are willing to labor as long as 
life and strength remain, for the glory of God and the good of 
His creatures; who love this church, its services, its teachings, 
its history; holding in affectionate remembrance the sainted 
dead who have officiated in its chancel, and sat with them, and 
labored with them in its various organizations, and who feel its 
very walls are’ hallowed by their prayers and presence; men 
and women, who not only by their ‘personal efforts, but contri- 
butions, largely sustain the missionary enterprise and benevo- 
lent operations of this chureh, and regard with jealous eye and 
anxious heart any lack of interest in its welfare, or failure to 
maintain its reputation as a healthy, liberal, and zealous church. 

With such membership, no parish could die out. With pro- 
portionate pecuniary ability it could defy change, overcome 
every obstacle, and write a glorious record of fidelity and use- 
fulness to the latest periods of time. But death regards not 
the interests of parishes or individuals ;. and each year the num- 
ber of these old and faithful servants of Christ grows less and 
less ; the personal and moral support they afforded the church 
is taken away ; and like grand old columns, which lapse of years 
and the severity of storms cause to crumble and fall, many of 
‘them lay by the side of the edifice of which they have long 
been the glory and support.) 

Death is not the only cause which effects the membership of 
St. Andrew’s, and its prospects for the future. Another most 
serious one, is, 


The rapid movement westward and northward, of the 
population most interested, and best able to main- 
tain the character and position of the church. 


This is the necessary result of a growing city. Business 
encroaches upon places of residence, and makes whole neigh- 
borhoods undesirable, or too expensive for any but the wealthy. 
In this way the church has lost many of its oldest and most 


9 


valuable members. In some cases, they have literally been 
driven away from their homes. Their children also, who have 
been brought up under the influence of St. Andrew’s, and would 
gladly attend its ministrations, have, in. large numbers of in- 
stances, had to find residences in distant portions of the city. 
Thus already the church has been bereft of many of those who 
by birth or long interest and association, should under other 
circumstances now be its active workers, and most zealous 
upholders ; and to whom could justly be committed the guardi- 
anship of its future. As the years roll on, the tide of 
emigration, which has left the churches in the lower part of the 
city almost destitute of their original supporters and long tried 
friends, will be increasingly felt in the region in which this 
church is planted. In twenty-five years, perhaps nearly all 
early and closely identified with the history of this parish and 
strongly bound to. it by affection, will have died or moved away. 
What then'will be its congregation, what its means of useful- 
ness, what its sources of support ? 

Judging from the history of churches located in the business 
portions: of our own and other cities, the congregation of St. 
Andrew’s in a quarter of a century, will be composed of persons 
having no special attachment to the church as such, and to no 
considerable degree moved by the inspiring records of its past 
to maintain and perpetuate its usefulness. Its chief attraction 
and inspiration for good, will be found in the character and 
ministration of its clergy. If they are men of large moral and 
intellectual statute, men of commanding talent and influence, 
men of spirituality and zeal, through their instrumentality, 
under the blessing of God, the church may retain its well 
earned position. 

But such men cannot be had without means. The “ laborer is 
worthy of his hire ;” and when other fields invite and promise a 
“hire” in some measure commensurate with their claims upon 
time, strength and ability; with no pfospect of being properly 
cared for here, the most self-sacrificing “laborer,” could illy afford 
in duty to himself and family, to assume the responsibilities and 
arduous duties of this parish. To secure the best talent, it must 
be able to promise adequate and scriptural support. 
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It would -be more than the experience of other churches 
warrants us to expect, or the most sanguine friend of St. 
Andrew’s could soberly anticipate, that its congregation will 
then be able from the rental of pews alone, to secure such a 
ministry. The population which should naturally furnish the 
larger portion of the congregation, viz.: that in the immediate 
vicinity of the church, from causes before mentioned, will be 
almost entirely changed. For the most part, they will be those 
who are more abundant in works and wants, than in worldly 
goods and time for benevolent enterprise. However desirous 
they might be, they could not of themselves sustain the ministry 
needed, or carry on any large missionary operations. 

Without some effort is made to supplement their want of 
-ability, and secure in some way compensation for losses sus- 
tained by death and removal, in all probability St. Andrew’s, in 
twenty-five years, will be a weak and comparatively unimportant 
parish. All the influence it has acquired from its remarkable 
history—which is so much accumulated capital gathered by a 
church in the passage of years, for the more successful prose- 
cution of its work—will be largely wasted, or rendered in- 
effective from lack of power to use it. Its former prosperity 
will be the heaviest clog to its usefulness and influence, by 
causing it from very contrast to be classed among the dead 
parishes of our land. 

How may this calamity to the church of our love and the 
cause of Christ be averted ? Two courses of action present them- 
selves. © ; 

One is to remove St. Andrew’s to a portion of the city upon 
which business cannot encroach. This to some may probably 
appear the easier way of meeting the dangers which threaten 
its future. Others may desire removal because of their own 
change of residence. But would it be right? Is there not 
manifest need for the church to remain in its present position ? 

The population now surrounding St. Andrew’s, is large and 
demands its ministrations with ample means to maintain them. 
A quarter of a century hence, the population, though of a 
different class, will probably be as large and needing even more 
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its presence. The tide of emigration is taking the churches as 
well as people away from this portion of the city. St. James’ 
church has already moved westward. The First Presbyterian 
church is.making arrangements to go soon. Other churches 
show signs of uneasiness and a desire to go. And yet, at the 
present time, the church accommodation for the wants of this 
region is wholly inadequate. The teeming thousands who shall 
be here in the coming years, when from like causes other 
places of worship shall be closed, will need the gospel as much 
as those in the western and northern portions of the city. 
They will desire it perhaps as much. They ought to have it. 
And St. Andrew’s from its past training and position, is 
peculiarly fitted to give it to them. Manifestly, then, the 
church should be retained wheré it now is. In some form or 
other, it should continue to be a blessing to the region in which 
first planted, as long as there is a,population to enter its conse- 
crated walls. ` ; 

This being so, one other course remains, and but one, by 
which to mitigate the disastrous effects, which change and the 
lapse of years must necessarily produce in its condition. The 
cause of Christ and the needs of thousands and tens of thou- 
sands spiritually ignorant and impoverished, as well as gratitude 
for blessings received, and the inspiring records of a glorious 
history, demand that we should give to St. Andrew’s the power 
to multiply its life and perpetuate its usefulness and influence, in 


A liberal Endowment, 


The benefits of such an endowment are manifest and mani- 
fold. Its mere promise with partial fulfilment, will immediately 
enable the Vestry to make the galleries of the church free ; and 
thus give the gospel to hundreds who might not otherwise be 
induced to come and hear it. In the passage of years, as from 
zauses before mentioned, the income for the rental of pews, is 
diminished, it will supplement the deficiency and make abund- 
ant the means for securing and supporting an able ministry— 
such a ministry as we have seen is required to supply by the 
attractions of personal worth and of superior pulpit ability, a 
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necessarily waning interest in the church itself; and draw into 
its courts from the region around, and from distant parts of the 
city, a large body of worshippérs. 

Thus, too, shall both men and means be furnished, to carry on 
extensive missionary operations. Its ministry requiring but 
little pecuniary support from any other means, the entire bene- 
factions of the people would be permitted to flow out through 
various channels into the waste places of our city and land, 
scattering blessings on every side. By different methods per- 
haps, but with like success, the history of St. Andrew’s would 
repeat itself from generation to generation. 

People and friends of St. Andrew’s, is not such a result to be 
desired? Its possible accomplishment worthy of all effort ? Does 
not the method of securing it commend itself to your judgment ? 
Is endowment not a necessity—its wisdom not apparent ? Shall 
not the church then receive it ? Its future under God is in your 
You can save it, or leave it to struggle, and perhaps go 
down beneath the billows which will inevitably break upon it 
in the coming’ years. To aid it effectually, and ensure its 
perpetuity, an endowment fund of 


$50,000, 


will be needed. This is little enough to supply its future wants— 
little enough to enable it to overcome the many difficulties in its 
path, and maintain and perpetuate its usefulness and influence. 


Now is the time to begin the work. 


St. Andrew’s is to-day strong in numbers, in zeal, in intellect- 
ual and pecuniary ability. The record of its labors and 
benevolence during the past few years, is, as we have shown, 
inferior to none in its entire history. Men and women belong 
to its membership, unexcelled in their devotion to the cause of 
Christ and the best interests of the church, by any connected 
with it in the days of its greatest prosperity. Some are of the 
old Bedell stock—others of more recent grafting, but equally 
fruitful in good works. In numbers and means, we have 
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all that is necessary for this work. A few years hence both 
will be diminished and an endowment become an impossibility. 
What then prevents our beginning’ this work ? what hinders its 
successful completion? We believe nothing will hinder it. We 
believe you will heartily sanction this appeal ; that you will give 
liberally towards this endowment ; that you will hold the future 
of St. Andrew’s in your thoughts and affections ; and see that its 
welfare is cared for in the lists of bequests, which, when you 
sleep in the dust, shall proclaim your devotion to the cause of 
Christ. 

Thus, by the liberality and devotion of its members and 
friends, shall this old church with its grand and inspiring 
history, with its rich stores of treasured memories and sweet 
associations, and with its strange power to win the hearts that 
seek its shelter, and hold them in captivity to its influence 
wherever on the broad earth they may afterward wander ; 
continue to be the home of loving hearts and busy hands, the 
centre of large benevolent enterprises, and the fountain of untold 
blessing, until its walls crumble with the dust. 


SAML. P. GODWIN, 
`“ OLIVER LANDRETH, 
FREDERICK BROWN, 
Committee of the Vestry. 
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FORM OF A DEVISE OR BEQUEST TO THE CHURCH. 


I give, devise or ‘bequeath to the “ Rector, Church Wardens, 
and Vestrymen of St. Andrew’s Church, Philadelphia,” 


to be applied to the Endowment Fund of said church. 


THE OFFICERS OF THE CORPORATION ARE 


Rector, 


REV. WILBUR F. PADDOCK, D. D. 


n Wardens, 
THOMAS ROBINS, FREDERICK BROWN. 
Vestrymen, 

THOMAS ROBINS, FREDERICK BROWN, 
ARTHUR G. COFFIN, SAML. P. GopwIy, 
ABRAM J. LEWIS, OLIVER LANDRETH, 
JOHN ASHHURST, JOSEPH KLAPP, 
FREDERICK SCOFIELD, ISRAEL W. MORRIS, JR., 
Wm. S. GRANT, EFFINGHAM PEROT. 


